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THE WORLD PLASTICS COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS INDUSTRY WORK ON 

MARINE LITTER ISSUES AT UNEA  
 

 

WASHINGTON (May 24, 2016) – Today at the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-

2) the World Plastics Council (WPC) highlighted the collaborative work launched to address 

marine litter based on recommendations in:  Stemming the Tide: Comprehensive Strategies to 

Prevent Marine Litter.  The WPC also announced that activities undertaken by plastic makers 

globally under the industry’s Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations for Solutions on 

Marine Litter (Declaration) have increased by 165%.  The recently released 2016 Progress Report 

lists 260 industry-led projects either planned, underway or completed as of December 2015 to 

combat and reduce marine litter.   

 

“Plastic makers are pleased to see this significant growth in the number of tangible solutions we 

are contributing to this global challenge,” said Abdulrahman Al-Fageeh, Executive Vice President, 

SABIC, and Chairman of the World Plastics Council.  “We’re focused on targeted work to help 

keep waste from becoming litter in the first place.  This event gives us an opportunity to share our 

progress and key learnings.” 

 

[DOWNLOAD: World Plastics Council UNEA presentation] 

 

In addition to WPC representatives, other speakers at the session included Naoko Ishii, CEO of the 

Global Environment Facility, Nick Mallos, Director of Ocean Conservancy’s Trash Free Seas 

Alliance (TFSA), and Keith Christman, American Chemistry Council. Last year, TFSA released 

the report Stemming the Tide: Land-based strategies for a plastic-free ocean, a first-of-its-kind 

analysis conducted with the McKinsey Center for Business and Environment, that evaluates 

specific land-based solutions for plastic waste in the ocean.  Solutions like improving municipal 

solid waste collection, systemic sortation to improve recycling, stopping illegal dumping, and 

finding sustainable solutions for harder-to-recycle materials are featured as priorities. 

 

“Plastics deliver tremendous sustainability benefits across a range of applications, but after use 

they must still be treated as a valuable resource by reducing wasteful use, reusing and recycling as 

much as we possibly can to prevent these materials from ending up as litter,” said Al-Fageeh. “The 

global plastics industry has organized to work together on the challenge of marine litter through 

sponsoring research and working in public-private partnerships.” 

 

 

http://web.unep.org/unea/calendar/green-room-event-8-stemming-tide-comprehensive-strategies-prevent-marine-litter-will-discuss-urgent
http://web.unep.org/unea/calendar/green-room-event-8-stemming-tide-comprehensive-strategies-prevent-marine-litter-will-discuss-urgent
https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/about-us/joint-declaration/
https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/about-us/joint-declaration/
https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/what-we-do/progress-report/
https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/WPC-Declaration-Presentation-for-UNEA.pdf
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/our-work/marine-debris/mckinsey-report-files/full-report-stemming-the.pdf
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### 

 
About the World Plastics Council 

The World Plastics Council is a forum for industry leaders to accelerate cooperation and alignment and to deliver 

improved outcomes for the benefit of society and the global plastics industry. It is committed to contributing to 

solutions to the global marine litter challenge. As an example, WPC supports the G-7 Leaders’ marine litter action 

plan, as well as action implementation initiatives like the global Marine Litter Solutions Coalition. Founded in 2011, 

this coalition is implementing the Declaration and includes 65 associations in 34 countries. It is also contributing to the 

Global Partnership on Marine Litter of the United Nations Environment Programme. 
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