
 
 

 

 
 

WPC General Assembly 
Record of Meeting – 29 November 2017 

Dubai, UAE 
 

Members Participating:  
 
Abudlrahman Al-Fageeh, SABIC (Chair) 
Sergi Monros, SABIC 
Ahmed Abdulla, Borouge 
Craig Halgren, Borouge 
Fernando Musa, Braskem 
Dave Morgan, CPChem 
Benny Mermans, CPChem 
Sameh Attalah, Dow 
Ahmed Al-Saleh, Equate Petrochemicals 
Muayad Al-Faresi, Equate Petrochemicals 
Cindy Shulman, ExxonMobil 
Dave Andrews, ExxonMobil 
Jim Seward, LyondellBasell 
Chris Bezaire, NOVA 
Carrie Richards, NOVA 
Ajay Shah, Reliance 
 
Management Committee: 
Udit Arora, GPCA 
Karl Foerster, PlasticsEurope 
Steve Russell, ACC 
 
Guests: 
Raimar Jahn, BASF 
Warawan Tippawanich, PTT 
Pratit Lohateerapap, PTT 
 
 
1. Welcome/ Introductions 
 
Chairman Al-Fageeh welcomed participants, and introduced guests to the meeting. 

2. Agenda Review  

The meeting agenda was reviewed and approved without change. 

3. Competition Law Review 



 
 

Russell reviewed the Competition/ Antitrust compliance requirements, and copies of the 
competition law “Dos and Don’ts” were provided for each participant.  

4. Record Review  

The record of the WPC 2016 General Assembly was reviewed and approved without change. 

5. Administrative Issues 

Foerster explained that the WPC has been registered as a not-for-profit (AIBSL) organization 
under the laws of Belgium. The initial registration listed members of the Executive Committee, 
and that registration must now be amended to list all members.   

DECISION:  Members reviewed and approved updating the WPC registration with the information 
included in Attachment A.   

6. Review WPC Activities and Engagement 

Foerster reminded the General Assembly of the sponsored activities and areas for engagement 
which had been endorsed for 2017.  Those included engagement with key external global 
initiatives, participating in relevant global marine debris events and conferences; and expanding 
membership with a focus on Asia. Foerster and Russell described WPC work at The Economist’s 
World Ocean Summit, G7/G20 meetings, the African Marine Litter Conference, the Plasticity 
Forum, extensive work with the Trash Free Seas Alliance, and support for the Global Plastics 
Alliance for delivering commitments under the Global Declaration on Marine Litter.  Russell 
emphasized the importance of work in SE Asia with TFSA and the Closed Loop Fund as a means to 
prioritize waste management as the preferred regional solution set, and to help launch pilot 
programs to improve plastic waste management. It was recommended that more aggressive and 
regular press coverage of WPC activities and interactions is needed. 

Members thanked the Management Committee for their work in identifying and leveraging these 
opportunities.  

7. Report from Executive Committee Meeting 

Al-Fageeh reviewed the meeting in Guangzhou (May 17, 2017). Russell noted that several Chinese 
state owned enterprises participated, and were particularly interested in the special session on 
waste management strategies and technologies led by Dow and CPChem.  

Members provided a number of perspectives on the importance of membership growth, with the 
common view that the WPC should continue to push hard for more members, and to continue 
efforts to achieve regional and product diversity in order to have the full range of perspectives. 
The members highlighted that today the WPC is mainly “western-driven” and it should be made 
more global to include other parts of the world (Africa, China, and PET producers were 
mentioned).  

ACTION:  The Management Committee was asked to develop an outreach/ communication tool 
to show all that has been accomplished to date, then distribute it to all General Assembly 
members, and upload an appropriate version to the WPC website. 



 
 

Members also noted the need to move from defending to promoting, including: information to 
have for meetings with regulators to show benefits; a strategy to address “single use” plastics; 
and the importance of members being personally involved as ambassadors. 

In response to the emerging UNEP “war on plastics” and the strong linkage to marine litter, it was 
recommended that a Subcommittee be formed to develop a “Roadmap” for addressing those 
issues, with a focus on the Eastern hemisphere. It was also recommended that the roadmap 
consider how solutions fit within a “Circular Economy” framework.  

ACTION:  The Executive Committee was tasked with building the suggestion for a “Roadmap 
Subcommittee into its discussion on Governance at its meeting immediately following the 
General Assembly.   

8. Strategy for Engaging with UNEP 

Seward reported on key takeaways from the discussion with Eric Solheim at Covestro on 20 
November, including a recognition that the marine litter problem won’t be solved unless we work 
together, and better insight into the complexity and bureaucracy at UNEP. While there will 
certainly be areas where we won’t agree, it was noted that Solheim seemed genuine in his desire 
to engage with the private sector, including at UNEA and possibly World Oceans Day. WPC was 
tasked with bringing forward ideas for a joint WPC/UNEP engagement, including possibly a 
webinar for UNEP staff to introduce the industry and review our contributions and perspectives 
on marine litter.   

ACTION: Management Committee to follow-up 

9. Status of Incorporation/ UNEP Stakeholder Status 

Foerster reported on WPC status as an AIBSL under Belgian law, and Russell reported that 
stakeholder status might be streamlined as a result of recent interactions with UNEP. 

9. Membership Report  
 
R. Jahn announced, that BASF had decided to join the WPC as of January 2018. Russell reported 
that also AmericasStyrenics will join the WPC in 2018 as well. 
 
It was recommended to develop a way to represent on the website the global scope/scale of 
WPC membership.   

 
10. Financial Report 

Foerster reported on WPC expense allocation from 2014-2017, as well as income and expenses 
aligning better going into 2018.  Recommendations for spending in 2018 were presented, and the 
General Assembly endorsed expenditures for:  TFSA (100K), CLP (125K), Global Plastics Alliance 
meeting (50K), Polytalk (50K), the 6th International Marine Debris Conference (25K) and The 
Economist’s World Ocean Summit (25K).  

DECISION:  Members agreed that the membership fee from 2018 shall be 20,000 Euro. 



 
 

ACTION:  Send General Assembly members a calendar of key events for 2018. Suggestions were 
offered to also find events in non-western areas, and include events/opportunities that do not 
require expenditures.  

BREAK 

11. Guest Speaker:  Rob Kaplan, Closed Loop Partners 

Rob Kaplan provided an overview of the investment model which the Closed Loop Partners (CLP) 
has brought to making investments in communities across North America to advance collection, 
sortation and processing of recycled materials. Kaplan then described how the brand company 
investors in CLP have asked the fund to develop a proposal for a model that could be applied in 
emerging economies, including SE Asia.  Kaplan described a three phase approach using risk 
tolerant catalytic capital to unlock greater investment by private equity and development 
finance.  Russell noted that the Executive Committee had endorsed a mid-year investment in 
Phase 1 of the project, which has co-investment by the American Chemistry Council.  Members 
thanked Mr. Kaplan for the presentation which they praised and found very interesting 

12.  Future Meetings 

Members endorsed scheduling the 2018 General Assembly in Dubai, in conjunction with the 
GPCA Forum (26-28 November 2018).   
 
13.  Adjourn 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  
 


